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A couple from the United Kingdom  
preserves a home’s antique charm while 
bringing it into twenty-first century living. 
By Charlotte Roth  | Photos by Michael J. Lee

KITCHEN 
HISTORY
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L ocated in historic Newbury, 
Massachusetts, on the former 
site of the town’s original 
1635 meetinghouse, this 

1740s farmhouse offered a great deal 
of rich history and antique charm—
but before the United Kingdom-based 
homeowners could make the home a 
more permanent stateside residence, 
it would require a large-scale renova-
tion by a team of expert architects and 
designers at Carpenter & MacNeille, 
headed by lead architect Michael Gray. 

“Our clients are history lovers and 

antique collectors—their goal was to 
work on the property and bring it up 
to modern standards without com-
promising the historical elements of 
home,” says Gray. 

Inside the home, Gray discovered 
a kitchen with promise but a dated de-
sign. “The kitchen became a priority 
as we expanded the project,” says Gray. 

“It had last been renovated in the 
1970s or 1980s—it was cramped and 
isolated from the family room and the 
rest of the home. The homeowners 
wanted to open it up, make it lighter, 

more spacious, and more functional.” 
The project involved a near-complete 
gutting of the kitchen area to remove 
sagging floorboards, rotted beams, 
and a variety of other structural 
concerns that frequently accompany a 
historic home. 

The first great challenge—and 
opportunity—came in the form of the 
kitchen’s 18th century pine-boarded 
fireplace. The team briefly discussed 
the possibility of removing the large 
structure, but for Gray and the home-
owners, preserving the home’s historic 

Carpenter & MacNeille kept the 
original fireplace during the ren-
ovations. Right: The refrigerator 
is concealed behind a cabinet. 
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A pocket 
door reveals a 
pretty pantry. 

Clockwise 
from top left: Blue and 

white china is displayed in 
the pantry. A wine cellar is 

decorated with old wine boxes 
and a bistro table. Paneled walls 

reflect original detailing. A 
breakfast nook offers high 

bench seating.  
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elements wherever possible was a 
priority. “We chose to work with the 
fireplace, making it one of the room’s 
focal points by sprucing it up and 
blending it with new, more functional 
custom cabinetry,” says Gray. 

The success of the fireplace 
inspired Gray to design the room 
around a series of eye-catching focal 
points: “Our overall goal in the kitchen 
was to create distinct areas of visual 
interest that can easily pull together 
as one space.” A two-tiered center 
island draws the eye to a portion of 
the homeowners’ impressive array of 
antique china and glassware, displayed 
in glass-front cabinets on the elevated 
side of the island, while the more 
functional side of the island gives the 
homeowners a clean workspace with a 
sink and marble countertop. The stain-
less steel range and the curved hood are 
another area of architectural interest, 
both decorative and functional. Gray 
and his team imported a head-turning 
slab of marbled petrified wood from 
Italy, likely millions of years old, for 
the backsplash behind the range. “It’s 
a feature element in an otherwise soft, 
traditional kitchen,” he explains. 

Gray worked another conversation 
piece into his design with the addition 
of a classic pantry hidden by a space-
conserving pocket door. “The design 
of the pantry was initially practical,” 
says Gray. “The homeowners needed 
a space for extra storage and to display 
more of their china collection. But the 
realization in three dimensions turned 
out to be a great historical element.” 
Antique, wavy glass in the pantry’s 
door and window add to the home’s 
historical feel while avoiding the com-
mon pitfall of a dark, closet-like pantry.  

Interior designer Hattie Holland 
considered all the details, from the sub-
tle paint tones all the way down to the 
light switches. Holland suggested neu-
tral paint colors in the kitchen to allow 
the stand-out pieces to shine, adding 
subtle changes throughout the room to 
avoid a monochromatic feel. “We were 

The center island 
cabinets have divided 
lights, which mirrors 
the interior window 
in the space. 
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looking for a soft, understated mood; 
the kitchen should look as though it 
could have been in the home all along,” 
she explains. Vintage-style push-button 
light switches enhance the antique feel, 
and, says Holland. “They’re unique 
to this project. Most homes, even old 
homes, have modern light switches, so 
you don’t see the push-button kind 
much anymore.”

The team at Carpenter & Mac-
Neille took equal care to preserve the 
home’s historical character and its 
modern conveniences while renovat-
ing the master bath. A freestanding 
slipper tub adds a classic element to 
the design, while the built-in marble 
shower and facing water closet bring 
the room up to date. Gray also added 
an adjacent dressing room that can be 
entered from the hallway or the master 
bath. “We wanted the bathroom to 

feel bright and new, but also to blend 
in with the traditional design of the 
existing home,” he says. To maximize 
light and space, Gray designed the 
built-in vanity with double sinks, and 
added an interior window to the small 
water closet. “The homeowners found 
an incredible leaded-glass window at a 
salvage yard that could bring light to 
the space,” Gray adds.

The quirky salvaged piece pairs 
with Carrara marble floors to bring, in 
Hattie Holland’s words, “an old-world 
feel.” She explains, “Above all, our goal 
was to pay homage to the time period 
of the home, while making the room 
clean, functional, light, and classic. We 
found some of our best accent pieces 
in the homeowners’ antique collection.” 
To that end, Holland chose pearl-blues, 
greys, and calming neutrals as a palette 
in the bath and dressing room, with the 

added benefit of maximizing Gray’s spa-
cious design. The bath’s quirky sconces 
were another find from the homeown-
ers’ collection, and Holland scaled the 
mirrors to complement the “found” 
look of the room’s other accent pieces. 

Both Holland and Gray stress the 
homeowners’ role in the success of the 
project. “It was wonderful to work with 
clients that have real style,” says Hol-
land. “Their eye for antiques and their 
incredible collection really made the 
project.” Gray adds, “The homeowners 
had so many creative ideas, and they 
worked with us and our ideas as well. A 
client can really make or break a proj-
ect, and these clients made it.” NOH

Charlotte Roth is a freelance writer living 
in Massachusetts.  

For Resources, see page 72. 

The bathroom (shown opposite and above) offers Carrara marble floors and a claw-foot soaking tub. 
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